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all will agree in saying that what they observe surpasses
all that they had heard. Ananda will make inquiries
regarding their health; they, on hearing his words, will
be filled with joy. He will then keep silent, and they
will retire with an increased desire to listen to him. He
will say to the female Eahans that will come to see him,
' Sisters, observe the eight precepts.' On hearing Anaiida,
they will be exceedingly glad. He will then remain
silent, and his silence will grieve them. The laymen and
lay women on hearing all that is said of Ananda shall
come to contemplate him. He will say to them, l Adhere
to the three precious things; observe the five great com-
mands ; keep the four days of worship of each month;
pay honour and respect to your father and mother; feed
the Eahans and pounhas that observe strictly the law.7
They will all be delighted at hearing his instructions.
His silence will leave them earnestly wishing to hear
something else from him. Beloved Eahans, Ananda
much resembles a Tsekiawaday king. Like him, he is
-exceedingly beautiful, amiable, and lovely; he can fly
through the air; he can teach the people and justly
administer the law."

When Buddha had finished his discourse, Ananda said:
" 0 illustrious Buddha, it is not becoming your dignity that
you should go to Neibban near such a small city, and in a
place almost surrounded by forests. We are in the neigh-
bourhood of the great countries of Tsampa, Thawattie,
Thakila, and Baranathee. The kings, pounhas, noblemen,
and people of those countries are full of love and reverence
for your person. They could render greater honours to
your mortal remains." " Ananda," replied Buddha, " do
not call the country of Koutheinaron a small country.
I'have on former occasions often been to this place and
extolled its riches and crowded population. This is the
place where it is most becoming I should enter into the
state of Neibban. Go now to the city and inform the
Malla princes that to-morrow morning, at the break of the